
 

 

AUBURN EXPRESS

     

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
ACDC – June, Report  
 
As I sit by the fire, I reflect on a recent trip… 
breakfast and Mt Fuji.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Now back to home jobs… 
 
Memorial Place:  ACDC extends thanks to the 
Memorial Place subcommittee for their 
dedication and attention in helping to create a 
wonderful community space, having 
completed the original brief for this project, this 
subcommittee is now wound up. The small 
surplus of funds will be held by ACDC for 
future maintenance or any improvements that 
may be of benefit in this space. 
 
ACDC Membership:  ACDC has accepted 
two new members to our Association. 
Welcome Judyta and Julie, and we look 
forward to working with you on our community 
projects.  Remember, if you are not a Member 
of our Association please consider 
joining…there are no costs! 
 
Funds from Sale of RSL Building:  At 
Council’s meeting in May, the Elected 
Councillors supported all four applications that 
were submitted to the Auburn Community 
Grant Program by ACDC, accessing funds 
from the sale of the RSL building in Auburn.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approximately $144,000 was accepted for 
these projects - waste water and toilet, 
stonework restoration, and furniture and air 
conditioning for the old Council Chambers on  
St. Vincent Street, and funds for U2KIDS 
proposed Bike Track project at the Auburn 
Recreation Park. 
 
Congratulations to the teams of volunteers 
who contributed many hours preparing the 
necessary documents for these detailed 
submissions. The next step is to sign the 
Funding Agreements with Council which we 
hope will take place soon. I take this 
opportunity to thank the Elected Councillors for 
giving their support for these Auburn 
community projects  
 
Frenchfest:  Due to the depleted number of 
volunteers taking on subcommittee roles, the 
Frenchfest working group has been officially 
wound up. ACDC will have future discussions 
on what other possible events or celebrations 
could be planned in this community. It has 
been widely agreed that the Auburn 
community (people, volunteers and 
businesses) benefited in many ways from the 
previous Frenchfest events. It is hoped that 
some form of future event will become a 
reality. 
 
Consumer & Business Services:  ACDC 
recently took up an offer from Consumer & 
Business Services for a review of its 
Constitution and Terms of Reference (ToR). 
ACDC received some positive feedback on its 
current documents, with only a few minor 
details being noted as requiring revision.  
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Digital Notice Board (DNB): The DNB has 
been established as an additional means of 
sharing community information, along-side the 
Auburn Express and social media. The DNB 
has been operating for just six months. ACDC 
is hopeful that more groups and businesses 
will plan to access this community asset.  
 
There are costs involved in the DNB’s ongoing 
operation - and this shaped the original 
proposal of a small fee for advertising.  In an 
effort to attract more users to this advertising 
option, ACDC is withholding ‘fees’ from 
now until 31st December 2026. If you or your 
group would like to submit advertisements, 
please make contact with the digital team at 
acdcdigital5451@gmail.com to discuss your 
requirements, our volunteer subcommittee 
cannot formulate your advertisement for you.  
 
Landmark, Significant Change to Future 
ACDC Meetings:  From July 2026 (next 
meeting), ACDC will be opening its monthly 
meetings to interested community members, 
to attend as observers. ACDC is keen for 
community members to learn more about what 
our executive committee does. The meetings 
are usually held on the second Monday of 
each month, at 7pm, at the Auburn Institute 
supper room, King Street entrance. As the July 
meeting will be the first opportunity open to 
observers, we will introduce a few simple 
protocols to ensure the meetings are 
productive. It is hoped we can introduce 
opportunities for community members to put 
forward questions and/or information ahead of 
meetings. More explanation will be provided 
along the way, as we navigate this new 
concept with our community members.  
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Rhonda Seymour, Chair. 
 

 

 

Gladrags & More by Gert, the Corner Shop 
at the Auburn Institute with vintage and 
preloved clothing and décor officially opened 
last weekend. 
 
Following a 12 month pop up at Claymore 
Wines cellar door Carissa has undertaken the 
hire of the Corner Shop through ACDC to 
create a more permanent home for her 
collection of preloved treasures, with a focus 
on well-made Australian designed and / or 
made, natural fabrics and joyful colours as well 
as quality vintage clothing and décor. 
 
The Corner Shop will open throughout June, 
at weekends and public holidays from midday 
to 5pm, then from July 10th the shop will open 
Friday – Sunday & public holidays from 
midday to 5pm and by appointment. 
 
Carissa  
0419 184 419 
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Senior Citizens, Auburn 

…Canasta Meetings! 

See page 16 – larger advert…

 

 

Friday Happy Hour has been moved to 
 4 - 6 pm for the colder months of the year. 

 

 
 

We continue with our weekly line-up of FREE 
live music in the front bar on Sunday 
afternoons from 2pm - 5pm. 
Check our website for upcoming artists. 

 
Auburn’s History Column: 

 

Education – a St. Josephs Convent called 
St. Brigids…continued 
 
J.E. Bleechmore was addressing the 
fundraising bazaar in 1882 continued 
 
“The facilities for education, then, being so 
abundant it is almost a sin for parents to 
neglect to send their children to school, for if 
they cannot afford it they can have it free.  Your 
church offers it to you, and the State offers it 
to all.  But there is a great difference between 
the State schools and the one of St. Brigid’s.  
In the first place the Government build the 
school, provides the furniture and appliances, 
and pay the teacher, and if any children 
attending whose parents cannot afford to pay, 
they go free.  This school of St. Brigid’s 
receives no external aid whatever, and 
therefore depends for its success for your 
sympathy and support, and I trust by your 
liberality you will show your appreciation of the 



 

 

work in which these ladies are engaged, and 
enable the promoters to accomplish their good 
intentions. I now declare the bazaar formally 
open.” 
 
There were two stalls for goods reaching 
almost three quarters the length of the hall for 
the assortment of useful, ornamental and other 
articles tastefully displayed on tables and one 
for refreshments.  Around the hall were hung a 
good display of engravings, quilts, children’s 
clothing, antimacassars (covering for the back 
and arms of chair for protection or ornament) 
and other articles. The platform?  (we call 
stage) decorated with pine and bamboo and 
trimmed with pink and lace.  On the platform 
were some crewel-worked ottomans, a chair, 
the work of the Sisters and valued at £25, a 
very large well-dressed doll and a fire screen.   
 
The names of the stall helpers were Carrig, 
Moylan, Kennett, Baum, Holland, Madigan, 
Worner, O’Donoghue, Burns, Crawford, 
Mahar, Plew and Curren. 
 
We don’t have any admissions registers of the 
children attending the convent, but from Janet 
Kench’s data base work with Auburn school 
records, we note that children from these 
families, some big families,  moved onto the 
Auburn Public school from the Roman  
Catholic School (their  parent’s occupation 
listed): Chomel (Farmer), Collins (Carter), 
Cornish (Labourer),Dean (Green grocer), 
Dodge (overseer), Herley (labourer), Holmes 
(labourer), Blackburn, (labourer), Boss 
(labourer), Fitzpatrick (Farmer), Williams 
(labourer),Brown (from Hoyleton convent) and 
Clason (from Rhynie convent). 
 
The Township Directory 1885 listed the 
Roman Catholic place of worship being at St. 
Josephs with Rev. T. O’Brien as visiting. In 
Tony Griffin’s book “St.Anthony of Padua, 
Manoora”.  Rev O’Brien was the first native 
born South Australian priest and a Manoora 
parishioner. He was ordained in 1883.   His 
photo in Griffin’s book. The Catholic church at 
Undalya was part of the Manoora Parish. 
 
 
 

 

Rev. T. O’Brien – From George Robert 

Lambert’s (1852-1920) family photo album. 

 
In 1895 the St. Joesph’s building was again 
used as a mass centre when Rev. Delahunty 
attended.   

 

Rev. M. Delahunty – Also from Lambert’s 
family photo album. 

 
The St. Josephs property Lot 22 was sold in 
2009 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
Kay Lambert 
National Trust, Auburn Branch. 



 

 

 
 

Always supporting Auburn 
 
 
 

 
 

Supporting Small Businesses, 
Always Welcoming New Members 

 
Denyse Wilson 0408 828 459 

 
 

 

 

SOLD… 
 
St. John’s Church, St. Vincent Street, 
Auburn…Circa. 1862 
 

 
 

Full report page 10 this issues… 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Items for the next Express due 
Tuesday 14th July, 2026 

 
Editor: Kim Bleeker Tel: 0408 233 109 or 

E-mail: info@hillsviewestate.com.au 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Flu Vaccination Service Now  

 
Available 

  
Clare Valley Family Pharmacy 

 
Monday to Thursday 10AM – 2.30PM 

 
Clare Valley Family Pharmacy is now 
offering the 2026 influenza vaccine to 
help protect the local community against 
this year’s flu season. The vaccine 
available is the 2026 flu vaccine, as 
recommended for use in Australia this 
year. 
 
The influenza vaccine is recommended 
annually for everyone aged six months 
and over. Vaccination helps reduce the 
risk of serious illness, hospitalisation, and 
complications caused by the flu, 
especially in higher-risk groups. 
 
Under the National Immunisation 
Program (NIP), the flu vaccine is free for 
eligible individuals, including: 

• People aged 65 years and over 
• Pregnant women 
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people 
• Individuals with certain chronic 

medical conditions 

At Clare Valley Family Pharmacy, flu 
vaccines are available to those aged 18 
years and over, with a private fee of 
$25 for individuals who are not covered 
under the NIP. 
 
To book an appointment or check your 
eligibility, contact Clare Valley Family 
Pharmacy on (08) 8849 2159. 
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Thought For the Month 

 

IF YOU DON’T LIKE THE ROAD 
YOU’RE WALKING START PAVING 

ANOTHER! 
 
 
 

 
Contact Jason for all your computer 

needs on 0432 724 305 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Wool & Fibre is still working hard in 

Auburn producing quality craft but we 
now have a new name and a new 
outlet… 

Possum Nest Crafters, now at 

21 Torrens Road, Riverton 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Public 
Holidays 

Please support local crafters, silk, wool, 
jewellery and much more… 

Open 10 till 3pm. 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
Your local Justices of the Peace… 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

For further information please do not hesitate 
to contact me on: 0477 721 786 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Seahorse Sessions @ Taylors Wines 
 
On the second Friday OF EVERY MONTH, 
Taylors Wines character filled cellar door 
transforms into an elegant wine bar to play 
host to their Seahorse Sessions. 
 
Shake off the work week and slide into the 
weekend with live music, award winning wines 
and delicious pizzas and platters to nibble on. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FREE WEBSTER PACKING 

Monday to Friday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

11 Main North Road, 
Auburn SA 5451 

 
Phone: 08 8849 2159 Fax: 08 8180 1714 

SOCIAL TABLE TENNIS @ the 

 

Tony PICK  0448 313 303 
Roger VATER  0447 880 000 
Richard BECKER  8849 2111 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Hire me for your next significant 
celebration - birthday, 

anniversary, wedding or family 
reunion. 

 

 
 

Auburn residents and 
community groups are now 

eligible to a 50% discount on the 
standard hire rate. 

 

 
 

Go to the Auburn Institute web 
page for the standard hire rate -

Version 17.   

Phone 1300 907 284 

www.institute.auburn.sa.au 

 
 



 

 

SOLD… 
St. John’s Church, St. Vincent Street, Auburn…Circa. 1862 
 

   

After some time, St. John’s Church on St. Vincent Street sold in April after dwindling 
attendance numbers forced the Church’s closure in 2024. 

We understand the new owners, from Adelaide will move in to revive the old Auburn 
church. 

The ashes of 16 people interred in St. John’s grave site will be dug up and moved and 
stored with Pearse Memorials in Clare.  Arrangements are being made with the Clare 
& Gilbert Valleys Council for 8 sets of ashes which will be going to the Auburn 
Cemetery (one set of ashes will be placed into Memorial Wall in Auburn Cemetery). 

The remaining sets of ashes will be going to St. Marks, Penwortham, St. Michael’s, 
Bungaree, North of Clare and Saddleworth Town Cemetery 

Ashes to be relocated: 

Norman Milton Burfield, Frederick Richards, Gerald James Moore, Thomas Lawes 
Moore, William Poole Long, Norman William Parker, Cora Vera Read, Dorothy Patricia 
English, Leslie James Unwin, Neta Pauline Unwin, David Cargo, Melva Cargo, Brian 
Edmund Withers, Peggy Hawker, Hector Hawker, Colin Arthur Pfitzner. 

A small group attended a special prayer service for the “removal of ashes” held on 
Tuesday 9th June at St. John’s Church officiated by The Rt. Rev'd Jeremy James, 
tssf, Bishop of Willochra, assisted by Rev’d Anne Ford - “This has all been done very 
sensitively and very reverently” …Rev Ford said.   

The Willochra diocese will cover all costs associated with the removal and 
reinterment of the ashes. 

NOTE:  The Anglican Diocese of Willochra are planning, in agreement with the new owners 
(of the church) to have something outside the property saying where the ashes that were in 
the ground are now (in case a relative ever returns). 

 
Auburn Express. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

    

 

 

   

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

  

 

  

    
 

 

   


