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ACDC – April, Report  
 

Thank you to community members and groups 
for participating in the Open meeting on 
Monday 13th April, with reports presented 
from: 
 

➢ Auburn CFS: 4 new members, new 
signs to indicate “training session in 
progress” and/or fire warnings 
   

➢ SA Country Women’s Assoiation: 
New ‘take a moment’ seat, working with 
Auburn Primary School students on 
craft projects, new kitchen fit-out, 
involvement with Festival of the Lamb. 
 

➢ Auburn Recreation Park:  The kiosk is 
to have new windows, fire hoses in the 
horse area.  Information about 
Waterloo Wind Farm Community 
Grant Program was shared. Refer 
pages 10 & 18 for more information. 
 

➢ Upper Wakefield Landcare: Monthly 
working bees, Grassroots Grant $9,000 
over 2 years for removal of feral 
vegetation, matting to put new plantings 
into. Refer page 10 – next working 
bee. 
 

➢ Auburn Tennis Club: Working 
towards replacing fencing around 
tennis courts, keen bunch of 
volunteers, planning a whole of 
community tennis day 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

➢ Auburn National Trust:  A request for 
a copy of a photograph of the Auburn  
Convent, please contact Kay Lambert if 
you can assist dklamb@rbe.met.au  
 

➢ Auburn Institute:  SAPOL Band 
Concert on Sunday 17th May, tickets 
available by clicking on the QR code on 
the poster. Refer pages 6, 11 & 12 for 
more information. 
 

➢ U2KIDS:  Junior representatives 
reported on the recent film night, bottle 
recycling collections, meat raffle draw 
at the Rising Sun Hotel, and Auburn 
Primary School raised $69 for U2KIDS 
by holding an ‘out of uniform day’ 

 
➢ Old Council Chambers: Working party 

participated in the meat raffle draw at 
the Rising Sun, planning internal 
repairs and painting and a picture rail.  

“Girl’s Night Out Paint and Sip” 
➢ on Friday 29th May. Refer page 3. 

 

➢ Auburn Bowling Club: The Club 
members participated in the finals of all 
4 competition sections, and 2 teams got 
into the grand finals.  
 

➢ Auburn Senior Citizens: Meeting for 
companionship and playing cards, 
require volunteers who can help with 
maintenance projects, searching for 
Grants. Refer page 8. 

 
All these volunteer groups are working 
towards projects and events which enrich our 
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community. Thank you to each volunteer, for 
their help. 

 
ACDC representatives worked many hours on 
gathering and recording information for three 
applications for the Council Auburn 
Community Grant Program, for an allocation of 
funds from the sale of the Auburn RSL 
building. We await Councils decision which we 
hope will be made very soon. 

 
The installation of the digital notice board 
(DNB) on the Auburn Institute building, was 
planned for use by local community groups 
and businesses. The DNB will incur some 
costs to ACDC for the supporting computer 
program, data, and power. ACDC has 
developed a Digital Deal for community groups 
and businesses to consider taking up for their 
money-making events, for a very reasonable 
fee.  Community notices such as meeting 
times and community events can be 
advertised for no charge. The Digital Deal 
promotional letter and pricing information will 
be shared with local groups and businesses. 
Contact: acdcdigital5451@gmail.com  

 
ACDC representatives will be attending the 
Council Peak Body Forum on 27th April, at 
Stanley Flat when we have the opportunity to 
share information about local projects and 
happenings. 

 
Two committee members from the Auburn 
Institute Management Committee (AIMC) 
have resigned for health reasons. I take this 
opportunity to thank them for their involvement 
with AIMC and hope for a speedy recovery. 
 
If anyone is interested in joining the AIMC, 
please make contact with me for details about 
joining.  

 
A sincere ‘Thankyou’ is extended to Pat 
Williams and Ashley Smith for their 
presentations to the meeting on ‘recycling’ and 
‘ecosystem services’ (respectively).  Pat 
highlighted how household items can be saved 
and deposited in recycling boxes, to reduce 
landfill and for environmental safety. Ashley 
spoke about the Wakefield River and its 
immediate environs, and how efforts to 
improve vegetation, pollutants and flood 
mitigation would improve its health and 

subsequent micro-systems. Both Pat and 
Ashley are hopeful to connect with interested 
community members to advance their 
projects. We hope that Pat and Ashley will 
report again in the future.  
 
Rhonda Seymour, Chair. 

 

Marchers to assemble at the 

 Auburn Roadhouse at 6am 

Breakfast at Ulster Park after the service. 
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Always supporting Auburn 
 

 

 

 

“Girl’s Night Out Paint and Sip”. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

We continue with our weekly line-up of FREE 
live music on Sunday afternoons from 3pm 
- 6pm. Check our website for upcoming artists. 
 

 
Auburn’s History Column: 

 

When Don Lambert was a boy “Binks” 
Williams lived next door to him in No 3 Henry 
Street, a rental house owned by H.H. Overton.   

“Binks’ was the manager of Elder, Smith & Co. 
Limited.  “Binks” had formerly been at 
Saddleworth for SA Farmers Union when this 
company sold to Elders Smith.  After 10 years 
he had the opportunity to become Manager of 
Elder’s sub-branch at Auburn in 1933, a one 
room office. “Binks” wrote an interesting 
account of his career with Elders and this file 
has been donated to the Auburn branch of the 
National Trust. 
 
Some of his experiences are noted here, 
particularly in times of fuel shortage when he 
was stationed at Mount Pleasant – we are 
concerned today regarding the Australian fuel 
situation. (The Auburn friendship continued 
with “Binks” family, two sisters of Don’s were 
invited to Mount Pleasant to stay.)  
 
A large off shears sale was a highlight of his 
time at Auburn.  Mr Joe Kenworthy had bought 
the property St Andrews from Mr David Lyall.  
J.K. owned Mt Vivian Station in the North West 
and Oulnina in the North East. A thousand of 
J. K’s young wethers were trucked (rail) from 
Mannahill to Manoora station. (Drovers moved 
walking stock to and from sale yards). This 
same sale G.W. Williams of Greenwood Park 
provided a nice draft, and together when all the 
locals rallied, 5,000 sheep filled the yards and 
sheep yard races. 

 

Elder’s “off Shears” sale, Thursday, October 
22 1936. The Showground Pavilion (since 
demolished) and some cars show in the 

background. Situated at the righthand corner 
as Brother’s Hill Road leaves for Manoora. 

In his memoirs “Binks” recorded the wartime 
when petrol was severely rationed and to get 
around the work, they had to revert to gas 



 

 

producers fitted on the back of the car.  The 
fuel for this “abomination” was charcoal, which 
was kept in bags in the boot. Elder’s staff had 
to light the burner and get it hot before it would 
work, so they had to start on petrol, wind down 
a blind which was fitted in front of the radiator, 
get the temperature of the engine up to 200° 
and switch over to gas, then hope for the best.   
 
He did 5,000 miles on gas.  Very high 
temperature when working and it was quite 
close to the petrol tank. 
 

 

When the flax mill was operating at Auburn 
during the war The Land army girls are shown 
on this truck with a gas producer on the front, 

the story in the Auburn Express July 2017.  
We don’t have a photo of “Binks” William’s 

Elder’s car. 

 
Before petrol supplies became normal, he was 
given the tip, with careful planning, the car 
would run on dieseline with the same gadgets 
as were used with gas.  Dieseline was 
available when petrol wasn’t. This was illegal 
so was kept tightly locked with a fuel pipe 
under the body up to the engine.  He covered 
a lot of work this way, but was caught by 
Elder’s Garage manager who told him he 
didn’t think he would do such a thing to the 
lovely Chev. Car. 
 
“Binks” reported that he had to be careful 
though, as the car would exhaust volumes of 
blue smoke and the police would “grab you”.  
But considering all the experiences, he got 
through the terrible war years. 
 
During the latter part of petrol rationing a friend 
of “Binks” asked if he would like to buy some 

petrol. He asked “is it hot” and was told 100%. 
He was supplied 400 gallons but couldn’t pay 
for that much at once. He was only supplied a 
receipt to keep him out of gaol!  
 
The fuel was put in the old stable in the 
backyard and covered with hay bales.  The 
cost was £100.  £25 was paid every month and 
a receipt was put in the cash box. Sometime 
later Elder’s auditor found the receipts in the 
cash box and queried them. “Binks” told him 
the story without divulging the supplier’s name 
but the auditor wasn’t satisfied.  “Binks” told 
him where the official receipt was in another 
place and explained the conditions that he got 
the fuel and walked out of the office.  The 
auditor said a few minutes later he would not 
sight the receipts but if ever “Binks” repeated 
this incident he would be sacked – but the 
auditor had a smile on his face! 
 
Photographs from the Auburn National Trust 
collection. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
Kay Lambert 
National Trust, Auburn Branch. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

The Fiddle Chicks return to Hats 
Courthouse 

 
Sunday 26th April, 2026 

2.30 PM – 4.00 PM 

 

 
 
Using only fiddles, octave fiddles, stomp boxes 
and vocals, Adelaide-based musicians Dee 
Trewartha and Emma Luker have created a 
versatile music experience for audiences 
throughout Australia.  Dee’s songs and 
Emma’s tunes have an eclectic and original 
sound, and they bring a cheeky down-to-earth 
approach to their performances which has 
appealed to audiences for over twenty years. 
 

 
 
 

Items for the next Express due 
Tuesday 12th May, 2026 

 
Editor: Kim Bleeker Tel: 0408 233 109 or 

E-mail: info@hillsviewestate.com.au 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Refer to Pages 11 & 12 this edition for 
more information on this 
 Auburn Institute Event… 

 
 
 

 
 

Supporting Small Businesses, 
Always Welcoming New Members 

 
Denyse Wilson 0408 828 459 
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Thought For the Month 

 

DO MORE OF WHAT  
MAKES YOU HAPPY… 

 
 

 
Contact Jason for all your computer 

needs on 0432 724 305 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

For further information please do not hesitate 
to contact me on: 0477 721 786 
 

 

SOCIAL TABLE TENNIS @ the 

 



 

 

 
 

Seahorse Sessions @ Taylors Wines 
 
On the second Friday OF EVERY MONTH, 
Taylors Wines character filled cellar door 
transforms into an elegant wine bar to play 
host to their Seahorse Sessions. 
 
Shake off the work week and slide into the 
weekend with live music, award winning wines 
and delicious pizzas and platters to nibble on. 
 

 

 

 
Tickets are on sale…0418 897 497 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Your local Justices of the Peace… 

 

 

 

 

 
FREE WEBSTER PACKING 

Monday to Friday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

11 Main North Road, 
Auburn SA 5451 

 
Phone: 08 8849 2159 Fax: 08 8180 1714 

 
 

Hire me for your next significant 
celebration - birthday, 

anniversary, wedding or family 
reunion. 

 

 
 

Auburn residents and 
community groups are now 

eligible to a 50% discount on the 
standard hire rate. 

 

 
 

Go to the Auburn Institute web 
page for the standard hire rate -

Version 17.   

Phone 1300 907 284 

www.institute.auburn.sa.au 

 
 

Tony PICK  0448 313 303 
Roger VATER  0447 880 000 
Richard BECKER  8849 2111 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Refer page 18 for further details… 

 
 

 

Wool & Fibre is still working hard in 

Auburn producing quality craft but we 
now have a new name and a new 
outlet… 

Possum Nest Crafters, now at 

21 Torrens Road, Riverton 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Public 
Holidays 

Please support local crafters, silk, wool, 
jewellery and much more… 

Open 10 till 3pm. 

 

 

 
Working Bee 
SUNDAY 26th April 

@ 9.00 AM 
 

We plan is to continue planting native 
seedlings grown by our group along the 
river (rushes, Hardenbergers, 
callistemons, and melaleucas) between 
Church Street and Daley Street.  
 

 
 
Please meet at the Centenary Park 
BBQ pavilion for sign-in. 
 
Bring your planting tools (for seedlings) 
and a watering can. 

 
See you there. 



 

 

 
 

SAPOL Concert Band coming to the Auburn Institute 
 

The Auburn Institute Management Committee feels very privileged to have secured 
the services of the SAPOL Concert Band for a fundraising concert for the Institute on 
Sunday 17 May from 1.30 to 3.30pm.  Tickets are on sale now through Trybooking – 
see the posters around Auburn or the Digital Notice Board for the connecting QR Code 
 
The Concert Band comprises more than 30 members and the program for the concert 
is entitled “Stories from Screen and Stage”. We look forward to the band filling the 
Institute Hall with their sound. There will be something for everyone in the program. 
Seating in the Institute will be limited for the show, so don’t delay your ticket purchases. 
 

 
 
The following is more information about the Concert program from SAPOL: 

 
The concert celebrates music that has shaped our shared cultural memory — 
told through cinema, theatre, and some of the great musical storytellers of our 
time. Across two tightly curated acts, the programme journeys from the wit and 
sparkle of Candide to the sweeping landscapes of Lawrence of Arabia, the 
glamour of James Bond, and the heartfelt optimism of Chariots of Fire. 
  
Along the way, there are band features, vocal highlights, and solo moments 
that really show the versatility and colour of the ensemble — drawing on 
Broadway classics, Hollywood favourites, and timeless songs that speak 
directly to the heart. 
 
It’s designed to feel familiar, uplifting, and distinctly cinematic — a shared 
experience where memories surface, stories unfold, and music connects. 



 

 

The SAPOL Band is internationally recognised for their musical performance standard. 
Some of their achievements include: 
 
The Parade Band is recognised internationally, and achievements to date include 
the 1990 and 2000 Edinburgh Military Tattoo, and the 1998 Royal Tournament in 
London.  That tour also saw a traffic-stopping, solo march along 'The Strand' in the 
heart of London. In 2008, the Band attended the Musikschau der Nationen (Music 
Show of the Nations) in Bremen, Germany.   
 
In July 2010 and 2013 the Band performed at the prestigious Basel Military Tattoo, 
Switzerland – where their participation (air fares, freight and accommodation) was 
entirely funded by the Basel Tattoo. 
 
Most recently, the Band was featured at the 2016 Melbourne and Wellington New 
Zealand seasons of the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo performing to critical 
acclaim. In the same year it also performed as Australia's representative of 
the Commonwealth in a display at Her Majesty's 90th Birthday Celebrations at 
Windsor Castle in the UK. 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 
 

 

ABOUT 
Join us for the Mintaro Manoora Sporting Club’s biggest night of the year - Eagle Ball  
 
Enjoy a fantastic night with great food by Antidote Kitchen, live entertainment, 
auctions, and plenty of fun with the MinMan community. 

 

DATE 
Saturday 25 April 2026 6:30 PM - 11:59 PM  
 
LOCATION 
Manoora Town Hall 
60 Weymouth Street, Manoora SA 5414 

 

https://www.clarevalley.com.au/whats-on/the-south-australian-autumn-garden-festival


 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

   


