
 

 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACDC – December Report  
 
Bows have been tied, trees are up, 
decorations hung, lights charged and the town 
is ready. Thank you to the busy elves whose 
efforts are appreciated, in making our town 
colourful for the festive season. 
 
Christmas Eve in the Park: Tis less than a 
week till Christmas and the weather is not 
quite right! Get out your picnic rugs and 
overcoats and get ready for Christmas Eve in 
the Park. (make sure you dress for 
mosquitos…reports say they are biting). 
There will be BBQ, soft drinks, music, Raffle, 
Santa and a fun time to be had by all. The food 
and raffle tickets will require your small 
change. Come one, come all, to Santa’s Cave 
from 4.30-6.30pm, at the Auburn Institute in 
the supper room. Look for the Santa signs. 
The BBQ will be served in the park from 6.30-
8pm. Bring your chairs, relax and enjoy our 
festive community event. See page 8. 
 
New Garbage Bins: Some people are using 
their new black coloured bin for recycling. 
Contact Council if you have not received 
yours. The new FOGO (green) bin collection 
starts in the New Year, and all collections will 
be fortnightly. Collection days for Auburn will 
be General refuse Wednesday, Recycling 
Friday and the Green waste Tuesday. Council 
is planning to send out a new collection 
calendar prior to commencement. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Projection Equipmnt: The Auburn 
Institute and U2Kids sub-committees are 
jointly purchasing a data projector and screen, 
to be installed very soon in the institute. 
Congratulations to these committees for their 
collaboration and working to improve the 
facilities available at the Institute. 
 
New Fire Ratings: The November edition of 
the Auburn Express contained information on 
new Fire Ratings. This edition has a poster on 
Heatwave management and Grain Harvesting 
Code of Practice. You may choose to print 
these and keep as a useful resource. See 
Pages 9 and 10. 
 
The U2Kids committee organised an Opening 
Celebration event in Centenary Park on 
Sunday November 27th. The Council and local 
volunteers were thanked by Lisa Ziersch  
(U2Kids  Chairperson) for their efforts to bring 
the ideas gathered from our local children, to 
fruition. Food and activities were enjoyed by all 
who attended. The Circobats Troupe from 
Adelaide entertained the audience and 
allowed local children to try their skills at 
juggling, and ‘hanging’ from the tripod. A 
donation from the local U3A Coffee and Chat 
group assisted with the cost of Circobats. Trish 
Schmerl and Caroline Lally guided children 
through the rock painting activity. Mayor 
Aughey attended and cut the official “crepe 
paper ribbon”. Thanks to all who helped make 
this day for our local families. 
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Auburn Australia Day Breakfast: Its on 
again! Mark your Diary for January 26th, for the 
Auburn Australia Day Breakfast. There will be 
bacon, sausage, eggs, tomato, muffins fresh 
fruit and music, so come along for an 8.30 am 
start, to our great park and enjoy our great 
community get-together. Posters will be 
placed around Auburn during January.  
 

The ACDC Community Award 
Nominations:  Nominations close on 
January 9th 2023. Please see the form 
on page 7 for your consideration and 
return to lizpridham1@gmail.com by 
9th January. 

 
Auburn students...thank you!  What a lovely 
surprise for Auburn businesses to receive a 
visit from the Auburn Primary School students, 
delivering personally made and hand written 
Christmas cards. Shops that were open 
received their card in person, and the shops 
that were closed, found their card tucked in 
their front door decorations. Thank you to the 
students and staff for spreading the cheer 
across our community. What a lovely gesture! 
 
I wish all of our community members and 
families, a great Christmas, spending time with 
loved ones and making special memories. 
 
A late message: the U2Kids committee were 
successful in receiving a Council Community 
Asset Grant for a Music Wall and metal Pod 
Frame for Centenary Park. 

 
Rhonda Seymour, Chair. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Exhibitions / Workshops 

 

 

Thank you for your wonderful support in 
2022…it is very much appreciated… 

Wishing all of you a very safe and Merry 
Christmas and also only the best for 2023.  

Hellen -  0457 824 222 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

BEN PORTER 
Picture framing for you. 

Full range of Anton’s frames and 
Peterboro matboards. 

Professional results at a reasonable price. 
11 Raglan Street Auburn. 

Phone 0427 777 246 
Email: benfromyorkshire@gmail.com 

 
FREE WEBSTER PACKING 

Monday to Friday 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM 
24 Main North Road, 

Auburn SA 5451 

Phone: 08 8849 2159 Fax: 08 8180 1714 

mailto:lizpridham1@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Always supporting Auburn 

 

 

 
Your local Justices of the Peace… 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Supporting Small Businesses, 
Always Welcoming New Members 
Contact us: 0421 571 833 

 
Auburn’s History Column: 
 

Continuing on from October “The 
Cyclopedia of South Australia 
(illustrated)” Vol.11, an historical and 
commercial review, printed in 1909.   
 
Public travel to Auburn and onto Clare 
was by coach from Saddleworth railway 
station.   

 
 
Hill and Co’s Coach arriving at Auburn 1880, 
originally a four-in-hand coach running 
between Clare and Saddleworth, changing 
horses at Auburn.  Jonny Edwards, the driver 
in this photo did not live in Auburn. (The view 
is looking south – the former National Bank 
residence can be seen in the trees – further 
along the Corn Store is hidden behind trees).  
 

The coach went north from Saddleworth to 
Clare.  Harry Maddern of Auburn often drove 
for them.  They often ran two coaches with 
horses changed at The Rising Sun Hotel in 
Auburn and changed again at Clare.  Bill and 
Steve Waters also had a coach run from 
Saddleworth to Clare, changing horses at 
Leasingham.  (The Kapunda Herald reported 
on 11th August 1925 that a framed 
enlargement of this photo was presented to 
the Institute by O.C.H. Limbert).  Photo Auburn 
National Trust) 
 
At the time of the “Cyclopedia” the coach 
journey passed “Koonowla” owned by Mr. 
John Burne Tothill, a vigneron and  
 

Richard BECKER  8849 2111 
Brigitte BAKER 0421 571 833 
Tony PICK  0448 313 303 
Roger VATER  0447 880 000 
 



 

 

 
 
agriculturist, with his address being 
Saddleworth although much closer to Auburn.   
 
The railway was used by this district for the 
export of produce (until 1916 when rail opened 
as far as Auburn from Riverton).   Born in 
England in 1856, he was in the P. & O. 
Company from 1871 to 1887, being an 
executive officer for the Company, 
subsequently appointed dockmaster for the 
same company at Bombay, followed by being 
a marine surveyor.  
 
In 1892 Mr Tothill came to South Australia and 
purchased, in company with another, about 
850 acres of land in the Auburn district.   
During the first year of his occupation, he 
planted 70 acres of this property with vines, 
and in each succeeding season he increased 
the area under cultivation, his vineyard and 
orchards extending over 160 acres. In 1896 he 
built the “Koonowla” cellars and commenced 
winemaking, the type produced being a heavy 
Burgundy, suitable for export to England. He 
combined agricultural pursuits with the 
winemaking industry, and, generally 
experienced a successful career.  In 1904 he 
sold the estate at a good profit and travelled to 
England but found the South Australian 
climate better suited his constitution so 
returned.  Mr Henry Dutton, of Anlaby near 
Kapunda, was now the owner of “Koonowla” 
and upon request, Mr Tothill resumed the 
management of the property. 
 

 
“Koonowla” homestead in the early 1900’s.  

 
Another Auburn farmer and grazier, Henry 
Norman Thomas, purchased “Highlands”, 600 
acres on the north side of “Koonowla”. He was  

 
 
born at Sandy Creek in 1878 and assisted in 
the family farm there until 1901. He 
concentrated on breeding a stud of Shropshire 
sheep and received many prizes at country 
shows.  He was a member of the local show 
committee.     
 
John Plew of “Wadnama” Undalya received 
his education at the Stanley Grammar school 
at Watervale.  His property comprised of 1200 
acres of pastoral country where he 
concentrated on breeding of stock, raising 
cattle and horses, and sheep, mainly Merino 
type. Plew’s large property started with one 
section in 1848, and a later generation, after 
1862, added 5 more sections.   
 

 
 
“Wadnama” homestead, near Undalya, 
showing the old stone wall - later the Barber 
family home,  

 
The “Cyclopedioa”  publication shows the 
photos of Messrs Tothill, Thomas and Plew. 
 
It is interesting, how could these early settlers 
afford to purchase such sizeable parcels of 
land?  
 
 
Kay Lambert 
National Trust, Auburn Branch. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
19 Main North Road, Auburn – Clare Valley 

Phone: 8849 2015 

 
 

Thought for the month 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Contact Jason for all your computer needs 
on 0432 724 305 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Matthew Stanbridge 
Contact: 0451 727 089 

Email: ask@mcgearthworks.com.au 
www.mcgearthworks.com.au 

 
 
 
 

.…………………………………… 
 

Items for the next Express due 
Tuesday 7th  February, 2023 

Editor: Kim Bleeker Tel: 8849 2397 or 
E-mail: info@hillsviewestate.com.au 

 

AUBURN OLIVE OIL 

 

Wishes the community  
a happy festive season 

 

 

mailto:ask@mcgearthworks.com.au
http://www.mcgearthworks.com.au/
mailto:info@hillsviewestate.com.au
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U2KIDS are seeking new members!! 
 
Are you aged 6-20yrs &/or an Auburn 
resident? 
Are you interested in: 

• Helping youth to grow in Auburn? 

• Organising youth events? 

• Connecting youth to older citizens? 

• Networking and meeting new 
people? 

• Giving your opinion to make Auburn 
a great place for young people to 
thrive? 

 
Can you commit to 1 meeting per month? 
We'd love to hear from you! 

Please get in touch to chat about the  
U2KIDS Committee. 

Contact Lisa 0437 839 043 or 
lisaromes@aapt.net.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wishing you all a very 
 

HAPPY AND SAFE 
CHRISTMAS 

 
Every happiness for  

2023. 
 

 See you in the NEW YEAR       

 



 

 

PLEASE RETURN THIS IMPORTANT NOMINATION FORM – THANK YOU 
 

 
Rhonda Seymour     Chairperson  
Liz Pridham    Secretary  
Joan Concy       Treasurer  
  
P.O. Box 202, AUBURN SA 5451 
ABN 74 390 312 163 
 

 

ACDC Community Award 2022  Nomination Form 
 

 
Name of Person you are Nominating:        
 
Their Address:                     ______ 
 
Their phone:     
 
 
Reason for nomination – how has this person contributed to our community? 
 
(You may consider length of time involved, organisations involved in, contributions and 
achievements) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Additional material may be attached if necessary) 
 
Nominator (your details) 
 
Name:            
 
Address:            
 
Telephone:     
 
Signature:            Date:    ______ 
 
Please return to the ACDC Secretary, PO Box 202, Auburn SA 5451 
Or email to lizpridham1@gmail.com  by January 9th 2023. 

     
Au b u r n  Co m m u n i t y  D e ve lo p m e n t   Co m m i t t e e  

mailto:lizpridham1@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

Christmas Eve in Auburn 

Centenary Park 
 

Santa’s Cave   

4.30pm to 6.30pm  

Auburn Institute. 

 

BBQ ---- 

6.30pm to 

8.00pm 

   Primary school children free. 
 

 

The usual Raffle will be held.  
 

Bring along your chairs,  

picnic rug, and drinks. 
 
Event co-ordinated by  

ACDC and Auburn Business &  

Tourism Association.  
 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

This Photo by Unknown 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

https://pngimg.com/download/9974
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://english.stackexchange.com/questions/195465/what-are-the-different-names-of-canvas-chair
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.foodiggity.com/bear-skin-picnic-blanket-for-fancy-outdoor-dining/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

RESILIENCE PROJECTS 
AUBURN COMMUNITY 
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